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instances coming within the sphere of Ms own personal
knowledge in which two Englishmen of recognized lit-
erary distinction had been known to be anxious for a
diplomatic post in the United States and in neither case
had the wish been gratified.   One was the case of a very
eminent man indeed whose friends were certain that lie
would very gladly have accepted the position of Min-
ister to Washington, but he told me it was well under-
stood that successive Governments had thought such an.
appointment quite out of the question, and would not
depart from the routine  of  the Diplomatic  Service.
'Now,1 he said, 4if these men had been American cit-
izens they are just the sort of men we should be glad to
see appointed to represent us in some foreign capitals.'
4 Therefore/ he  added with a good-humoured smile,
'just think it over and settle down here and become an
American citizen, and see whether some day you may
not be accredited as United States Minister to the Court
of St. James.'   I knew of course that Sunmer did not
mean his suggestion to be taken too literally, and I told
him that I did not regard myself as very likely to shine
in a diplomatic career; but I quite recognised the gen-
eral kindliness of his purpose and the friendliness of
his wish that I should endeavour to make a career for
myself in the United States.    When he went on to
remind me that many of my Irish fellow-countrymen,
had won for themselves high positions in American life,
I found that I had an opportunity given to me of ex-
plaining to him one of my strong reasons for resolving
to return to England.   I told him that I was an Irish
Nationalist first of all, that I was full of faith in the
good work which might be done for Ireland by appeal-
ing to the intelligence and the sympathies  and the
justice of the English people through the medium of the
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